
HELP PARENTS GET THE 
RIGHT INFORMATION 

ELEVATE THE IMPACT  
by making it personal

2

EXPLAINING FLU FACTS VS FLU MYTHS

Providing strong, personal recommendations and accurate 
data can help lead patients to influenza vaccine acceptance. 

DEMONSTRATE THE NEED 
by reinforcing the impact of vaccination

1

MYTH: “ I don’t want my child getting sick 
from the vaccine.” 

FACT:   The flu vaccine cannot cause illness, and 
serious allergic reactions are very rare.2

MYTH: “ Since flu wasn’t bad last year, 
my child doesn’t need a vaccination 
this year.” 

FACT:   Despite low disease circulation last flu  
season, flu can still pose a serious risk  
to children.2,3 Out of nearly 405,000 total 
hospitalizations, 52,000 were children 
hospitalized with flu-related complications 
during the 2019-2020 flu season.4 This risk 
can be reduced with flu vaccination.2 

MYTH: “ Healthy children don’t need  
a flu vaccine.”  

FACT:  Serious complications from flu can occur 
even if healthy.2 Also, getting a flu vaccine 
helps protect not just your child, but 
others around them.2

DEMONSTRATE  
THE NEED:  

HELP DISPROVE COMMON MYTHS  

3 HELP ENSURE VACCINATION 
by providing a strong recommendation 
•  Parents are most receptive to vaccination  

when their physician says it is important1
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EXAMPLE CONVERSATION 

“ My child doesn’t need to get a  
flu vaccine—he got one last year.”

DEMONSTRATE THE NEED
You: “Flu viruses are constantly 
changing, which is why getting 
vaccinated each year is important 
to help protect your child.”2 

ELEVATE THE IMPACT 
You: “Even if your child is healthy, 
flu can be a very dangerous 
disease.2 During the 2019-2020 flu 
season, nearly 60% of children who 
died were otherwise healthy.”5 

HELP ENSURE VACCINATION
You: “The CDC recommends that 
everyone 6 months of age and 
older, with rare exception, get an 
annual flu vaccine.2 Based on this 
and the ability to help protect your 
child, I strongly recommend a flu 
vaccination today.” 

Brought to you as a public health service by Sanofi Pasteur Inc.

CONVERSATION 
STRATEGIES
HOW TO NAVIGATE PARENTS’ CONCERNS  
AND PROMOTE VACCINATIONS 




